	
Hardwood Basics
· “Solid Wood” vs. “All Wood” 

· What are hardwoods? 

· Advantages of Solid Hardwood 

· Where do hardwoods grow? 

· Natural Variations in Appearance 

· Are some hardwoods more abundant? 

· How hard are hardwoods? 

· Wood’s Expansion and Contraction 

· What are tropical hardwoods?
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Wood’s Expansion and Contraction

Expansion and contraction of wood is perfectly normal during changes in the weather. Wood is a natural material that seeks to be in balance with its surroundings. Hardwoods destined for use in home furnishings are carefully kiln-dried for that purpose, and they will take on or give off moisture with extreme changes in relative humidity. When the air is exceptionally warm and humid, solid hardwoods will absorb moisture and expand. Likewise, with much cooler, drier air, the wood will give off moisture and contract. This is completely natural, and craftsman design fine solid hardwood products to accommodate these changes.  However, in extreme cases of low humidity (usually caused by overheating in winter without a humidifier), small hairline cracks may result.

Here are a few tips to help you be weather-wise and help your solid wood furniture retain everlasting beauty:
· Maintain relative humidity of at least 50 percent; i.e., use a humidifier in winter and an air conditioner in summer. 

· When storing table leaves, keep them as close to the table as possible. Keep them in an upstairs closet rather than a damp basement so that the table and leaves are adjusting to the same humidity conditions. 

· Purchase a furniture marker to easily touch up any unstained wood which may show as a result of the wood’s expansion or contraction properties.  Furniture markers can be readily purchased in a wide variety of colors for about $5.00 at most hardware stores or home building supply stores such as Home Depot.   

Remember that hardwoods are natural materials and they will expand and contract with extreme changes in your home’s relative humidity. A good contractor will take this into account when installing new hardwood floors, cabinets, mouldings and other decorative millwork.

What are Hardwoods:

Hardwoods are deciduous trees that have broad leaves, produce a fruit or nut and generally go dormant in the winter. 

Softwoods are conifers, evergreen and cone-bearing trees. Widely available U.S. softwoods include cedar, fir, hemlock, pine, redwood and spruce. 

Select Quality Hardwoods:

The most popular and most expensive hardwoods for manufacturing of fine furniture include Mahogany and Teak (which are Tropical hardwoods).  Other less expensive popular hardwoods which are native to the United States include Oak, Cherry, and Maple.

The Hardwood Information Center Web site provides facts, tips and useful advice about U.S. and Tropical hardwoods and hardwood products.  We are a source of practical ideas for selecting and caring for solid hardwood flooring, furniture, cabinetry and millwork.  

The Hardwood Information Center Web Site is a service of the Hardwood Manufacturers Association, a national non-profit trade association.
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